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In the same year that the 15 
colonies revolted against English 
rule and signed the Declaration 
of Independence, the first white 
men traveled through Wasatch 
valley. At least, this is the earliest 
recorded date of any visit by 
white men through this region. 
Two Franciscan friars, Francsico 
Antanasio Domingues and Silves- 
tre Velez de Escalante, the famed 
Father Escalante who explored 
Utah, started from Santa Fe for 
the purpose of discovering a di- 
rect route to Monterey, California, 
site of one of their largest mis- 
sions. They began their journey 
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compiled and written from his 
journal for the first issues of 
the Wasatch Wave, in 1889, ana 
it is from there this is taken. 


Crook’s journal does not make 
this point entirely clear, and there 
is little else written on the sub- 
ject tnat could be considered 
authoritative. First Soil Turned 
Surveys Made “In looking north we saw two 
While ‘these ranchers were|dark objects moving along; and 
building homes in the summer! after gazing intently for some 
and tail of 1858, two survey pa:-| time we saw that they were mov- 
ties of Provo men, headed by J.| ing backwards and forwards. The 
C. Snow, visited the valley twice,| idea struck us that it was somo 
one in July and once in Octo-! parties plowing: so off wo start- 
ber, and surveyed two tracts in| ed to fathom the problem; in 


the valley, dividing them into 20: found our conjestures to be cor- 
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Donald's spring. After moving we 
built a large wickup cf poles, 
covering it with willows, long 
wheat grass and dirt. I have 
known as many as 30 persons 
crowded in there of a night. Be- 
ing a mammoth affair, it was 
christened the London wickup, 
hence the name Londor Spring.! 
The moving and building occupied 
about two days, and I think on the 
fifth of May, Thomas Rasband! 
and myself, having only one yoke} 
of cattle each, joined our teams! 
and commenced plowing.” | 


acre tracts and claiming all the 


' rect. The first man wo reacnea| The party of 10 was predomin- 


immediately and commenced to| year, and zipenod earlior in tho 
build. John W. Witt, I think, put! season. The settlers built a doub- 
up the first house. Eliss Cox and| le log house, 20 by 40 feet, with a 
John Hamilton were not far be-; dirt roof, which they used for a 
hind with his house. Others fol-| meeting houso and school It was 
lowed suit right along." comploted enough to hold their 
The fort was forty rods square,| Pioneer Day celebration. in it on 
u pe poing aua for — July 24. 
amily. iam Davidson, one o William Meeks, who has serv- 
the first three settlers, built his! ed as presiding elder until now 
city lot on the block now occupied| resigned in the fall of 1860 and 
bythe old tithing office, | William Wall was chosen to re 
- ce € 
od that first summer in 1869, al- in Round valles ier beeen 
though some was lost in a Sep- Wallsburg, and came to Heber to 


tember storm. Most of it was har- 
Jesse McCarroll! ?CCePt the position. He chose 


Friday, December 20, 1940 
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dock as his counselors. 

"The north and west t11eids 
were now closed in nearly to the 
river by a five-foot worm fence, 
tthe south line being about 80 
rods south of the present county 
road to Midway. There were about 
4,000 acres in the fields,” Mr. 
Crook wrote. 

Fort Soon Filled 

The fort lines were all filled 
up by the fall of 1860, with two 
families to the four rods formerly 
allotted one, in many instances. 
There were over 40 families in 


ently glish, hence tie name! vested. however. Á 
London creek and Londen spring. and company brought the first; James Laird and John M. Mur- (Continued on another page) 


it runs today about tvo miles threshing machine from Provo 
north of town. The area was also that fall. Settlement spread to the: atna a aa raaa AVARS NALAR 
w 


known as New London by many west side of tho valley that sum- | 8 
ia Best Wishes 


in July, 1776. 

According to descriptions of 
their journal, they passed through 
what is now Colorado. They cross- 
ed into what is now Utah near 
White river. The best interpreta- 
tion of their journal claims they 
followed Green river for some dis- 
tance, crossed over to the Du- 
chesne river and followed prob- 
bably what was the west fork, 
crossing the mountain at the head 


surveyed plots. They did not ser- | was William Davidson, with two 
tie, however, returning to Utah yoke of cattle and plowing on 
valley that fall. It is recorded that: the twenty acres of land now 
ice froze half an inch thick in the: owned by John Turner in the 
tm water cups of the Ju sur-: north “ra. eor irg a Eora = 
veying party one night. e par-' two yo o ngea 1o 4 
ty” claimed’ over 100 tracts be-i Robert Broadhead and James Da-| Daughter Named Timpinogos | lished near the mouth of Snake 
fore summer’s end. i vis. They were plowing on a piece! The family of Willian David-: Creek, Peter Shirts began con- 
Next year, in the spring of 1859: of ground due east of Williami son was believed to be the first; struction of a saw mill at the 

a group of Provo men, inquiry they toldi family to settle in it."^z!ley. ris! mouth of Snake Creek. 
daughter which “There were,” Mr. Crook wrote, 


the north and central portions of; drawing near to the objects 3 


settlers. ‘mer also and farms were estab 


tert 


tart 


one of. Davidson, On inquiry y. Fis: 
Mn M e morien fos ab they bad bosn in Toa oed panogos after ne nen died ue 17 families in Heber the winter 
Wasatch L t own as ut two weeks; on a Tr " i eber 

edo valley. tO settle p the first white child bcrn in the of 1859-60. There were also some 


of Lake canyon and coming down 
through Wasatch valley and Pro- 
vo river to Utah lake. 

White 
traversed the valley in later 
poeta but it was not until 1858, 
ess than a dozen years after the 
first Mormons came west, that 
permanent homes and settles 
came to Wasatch valley. 

This first settlement in 1858 
was sparse, limited to less than 
half a doezn homes in the lower 
end of the valley. From the jour- 
nal of John Crook, self-appoint- 
ed historian and one of the first 
men ever to settle here, we learn 
that William M. Wall, George W 


trappers undoubtedly. 


Bean, William Meeks, Aaron Dan-: 


iels and others brought stock and 
grazed it in the summer of 1858, 
and also started the construction 
of ranch homes. Mr. Crook's jour- 
nal says: "William M. Wall built 
a ranch at the south end of the 
valley, Father Decker bought the 
ranch later known as John 
Brown’s home, Aaron Daniels 
built a ranch house about «wo 
miles north of Daniels, on what 
later became known as Meeks 
Bottoms. All of the above parties 
T think kept some stock through 
the winter in the valley." 

. The journal says Father Decker 
"bought" a place, which would 
lead one to believe he did not 
settle that first year of 1858 be- 


cause there would have been no dock's dwelling house nowi. In looking around for a good'time, the east part of the city. 
places to buy from anyone. Sev- stonds." | camping place, we concluded to some two months later. A fort: tlers’ occupation of Wasatch vui- 
When Mr. Crook makes refer-: move our wagons next day, to line, forty rods square, was also ley, 1860, saw good fortune re- 


eral old settlers agree that Wall 
Meeks and Daniela were the first 
men to build homes here. Mr. 


Provo valley, to settle there. The 
party included, besides Mr. Crook, 
Charles N. Carroll, Thomas ttas- 
band, John Jordan, John Carite 
Sr, James Carlile, Mr. Carpen- 
ter, whose first name was not 
designated, Jesse Bond, Henry 
Chawin and William Giles. On the 
last day of April they started for 
the vaucy, taking their wagons 
apart and carrying them piece by 
piece over a huge snowslide in 
Provo canyon. The next day they 
traveled to William Wall's ranch 
and reached it the first day of 
May, 1859. : 

Mr. Crook's journal of the trip 
continues: 

"Eariy the next morning we 


_ of a big snow storm now plowing, 
‘had been done until the day be | valley. 
fore, which was the first day of; About May 20 of the same sum-| 
. May. I think this was the firat | mer the settlers arrived, 1859, | 
| soil turned over with a plow in} some of the 10 men returned to. 
ithe valley. .. These parties had| Provo for grain and supplies, í 
| come from Salt Creek or Nephi| and were accompanied on their; 
; Juab county." return by quite a numher of new! 
From Mr. Crook's journal  it|settlers, among them "'homas H.! 
| seems evident that William Wall,| Giles, Hyrum Oaks, Mirtin Oaks, ! 
i Aaron Daniels and William Meeks! Sydney Epperson, anc. others. | 
!built the first ranch homes in| About the last of May another: 
| 1858, and that William Davidson,| party arrived. More lar.d was sur- 
Robert Broadhead and James| veyed, and parties cam» and went: 
| Davis were the first farmers in! all summer long acquir:ng ground. ' 
the valley, coming about the mid-| Some stayed to setil» and the 
dle of April and turning over the| growth and development of Wa- 
first land although Mr. Crooxs|satch valley had begun. The 


party of 10 followed them by only townsite of Heber wes surveyed 
this same summer. 


crossed the river and after trav-|two weeks. : i 

eling for about two miles we ar-| Mr. Crook’s journal continues: 
rived at Daniels’ ranch, where we' “They were plowing inside of 
crossed the creek on ice. We jour i the one and one-half mile square 
neyed on about a mile further to! plat of land surveyed the pre- 
Meek's ranch, turned our teams, ceeding July. This plat of land be- 
out to feed and concluded to nave! ing already claimed, and our par- 
breakfast. After brcakfast was|ty not feeling desirous of jump- 
over, we started out on foot in ai ing any one's claim, concluded 
northerly direction to look out to examine further on up the! 
a suitable place for the location: river. We traveled on about half | 
of our camp. We found it very:a mile and found the north. line 
difficult to cross Center Creek’ of stakes of said plat, and found 
and Lake Creek because of the: some good land just north of it. 


. An account is conta:ned in Mr.' 
Crook’s journal. 

“Sometime about th: middle of’ 
June Deputy Surveyo: Jesse Ful- 
ler commenced to survey the plat 
of land that had bee. left for a 
town site, the startin:: point be- 
ing George W. Clyde's corner. 
Charles N. Carroll and John 
and John Crook were chain bear- 
ers. The survey was run on the 
west line of Main street for eight 
blocks: thence west five and a: 


‘drifts of snow which lay in the 


willows along the banks. In a few 
hours we arrived at the plat of 
ground designated for a city; 
near the place were John M. Mur- 


ence to the present tense, it should 


i So we went to work and staxea| half blocks; thence north eight: 
i off twenty acres each as near asi blocks north to the north field 
i could be ascertained by steppingiline of survey. 

: off the ground, and concluded toi “This section of land was stak-! 
‘commence plowing immediately.| ed off in blocks and lots at this 


i what is now known as the Lon- laid off at this timc Some par- 


be remembered his account was; don spring branch, or John Mc-: ties moved down on the fort line 


pee eE DR A MET LTT S 
—— | z 


families at Midway.” 
First Winter Unevontful 
The settlers’ first winter was 
uneventful, as far as major hap- 
enings were concerned. Decem- 
er was clear and cold, and every- 
one hauled their wood from the 
canyons, 

“Some boys and girls came up 
from Provo Christmas week on a 
visit and had a good time," Mr. 
Crook wrote. “When they return- 
ed we felt lonesome.” 

About 18 inches of snow lay on| 
the ground that winter. During j 
the winter months William Meeks| 
and other men went up Center! 
Creek canyon and brought out| 
timber for, sawmill. They began: 
sawing in the fall of 1860, and! 
Mr. Crook claims this was the| 
first sawmill in the valley. Lai 

! 
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Again we 


Shirts later completed his mill at 
Snake Creek and was the second 
mill in operation. 

“About the middle of March,! 
1860, a number of families arrived. 
from Provo, among whom were, 
Zerira Palmer, T. G. Giles, George; 
Giles, Frederick Giles, George 
Carlile, Jesse Bond, Jonathan 
Clegg and others whom I do noti 
remember. Parties kept arriving 
all the month rfom Utah county, 
and by the first of April there! 
were about 40 teams plowing in' 
the north field and Center one | 


The second summer of the set- 


main with them. Crops were good: BR 
more than doubling the previous. 


For A Joyous Season 


Season’s Greetings to 
each of you. May this 


Christmas be your most 
prosperous. 


Clarence Olson 
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Eee a aS CURE 


In the same QURE that Le I>; 
colonies revolted eee Ene ioh | Crook's journal docs not make 
of Independence, the first white this point entirely clear, and there 
men traveled through Wasatch | is little else written on the sub- | 
valley. At least, this is the earliest: ject tnat could be considered | 
recorded date of any visit by: oars Made 
white men through this region. "While ‘these ranchers were! 
Two Franciscan friars, Francsico building homes in the summer: 
Antanasio Domingues and Silves-' - | 1858 i 
tre Velez de Escalante, the famed m CU. praed by gs 
Father Escalante who explored C. Snow, visited the valley twice,: 
Utah, started from Santa Fe for <> in ' in Octo- 
the purpose of discovering a di- Pre br d and EE na MA 
n route to oneer ey, California, : c Horti "ond central portions o. 
alone: They Sonn then came. the vailey, dividing them into 20 
in July, 1776 acre tracts and claiming all the 

According to descriptions of SUTYCyed P lots: They did en. 
thelr journal, they pasina Mirongh Valley that fall. It is recorded that 
Mi gd pode alo rade, ee nee ice froze half an inch thick in the 
White river. The best interpreta- Ce nee ae Aen July m 
tion of their journal claims they , y e Bed over 100 tracts be- 
followed Grecn river for some dis- foe summer’s end. 
tance, crossed over to the Du- Next year, in the spring of 1859 

a group of Provo men, one of 


oe river and tpHowed pros. 
ably what was the west fork, \. : 
crossing the mountain at the head samra c Man posed tor 


of Lake canyon and coming down 
through Wasatch valley and Pro- party inciuded, besides Mr. Crook, 


vo river to Utah lake. C : y 

: ' Charles N. Carroll, Thomas tas- 

White trappers undoubtedly and, John Jordan, John Carie 
traversed the valley in later St. james Carlile, Mr. Carpen- 
i but it was not until 1858, ter whose first name was not 
fire then a dozen years after the designated, Jesse Bond, Henry 
rst Mormons came west that Chawin and William Giles. On the 
p ts Wasiak valke settles. jest day of April they started for: 
ame t asatch valley the .oacy, taking their wagons 

This first settlement in 1858 apart and carrying them piece by: 
was sparse, limited to less than. piece over a huge snowshde in 
half a doezn homes in the lower. Provo canyon. The next day they: 
end of the valley. From the jour-. traveled to William Wall’s ranch: 
nal of John Crook, self-appoint- and reached it the first day of 
ed norm and, one of mere May, 1859. 
men ever to settle here, we learn Mr. Crook’s journal of the trip! 
that William M. Wall, George W : Continues: i E 
Bean, William Meeks, Aaron Dan-: “Eariy the next morning we: 
iels and others brought stock and. crossed the river and after trav-. 
grazed it in the summer of 1858,' eling ior about two miles we ar-: 
and also started the construction: rived at Daniels’ ranch, where we: 
of ranch homes. Mr. Crook's jour- crossed the creek on ice. We jour 
nal says: "William M. Wall built neyed on about a mile further to 
a ranch at the south end of the Meck’s ranch, turned our teams 
valley, Father Decker bought the out to feed and concluded to nave: 
ranch , later known as John breakfast. After breakfast was 
Brown's home, Aaron Daniels over, we started out on foot im a 
built a ranch house about «we northeriy direction to look out 
miles north of Daniels, on what a suitable place for the location 
later became known as Mecks of our camp. We found it very 
Bottoms. All of the above parties difficult to cross Center Creek 
I think kept some stock through: and Lake Creek because of the 
the winter in the valley. ‘drifts of snow which lay in the 
,,The journal says Father Decker willows along the banks. In a few 
bought” a place, which would, hours we arrived at the plat of 
lead one to believe he did not ground designated for a city; 
settle that first year of 1858 be-: near the place were John M. Mur- 
cause there would have been no dock’s dwelling house now 
places to buy from anyone. Sev- stands.” 
eral old sett ers agree that Wall) When Mr. Crook makes refer- 
Meeks and Daniels were the first: ence to the present tense, it should 
men to build homes here. Mr. be remembered his account was 


Le ai. 


TH 


compiled and written from his 
journal for the first issues of 
the Wasatch Wave, in 1889, ana 
it is from there this is taken. 
First Soil Turned 

“In looking north we saw two 
dark objects moving along: and 
after gazing intently for some 


ing backwards and forwards. The 
idea struck us that it was somo 
parties plowing: so off we start- 
ed to fathom the problem: in 
drawing near to the objecis we 
found our conjestures to be cor- 
rect. The first man we reacnea| 
was William Davidson, with two! 
yoke of cattle and plowing on! 
ihe twenty acres of land nw 


time we saw that they were "Tael 


owned by John Turner in rhe 
north field. The other team ofi 
iAwo yoke of cattle belongea io: 
Robert Broadhead and James Da-| 


. vis. They were plowing on a piece! 


of ground due east of William: 
Davidson. On inquiry they told’ 
us they had been in the vaueyi 
about two weeks; but on account: 
of a big snow storm now plowing 
had been done until the day be | 
fore, which was the first day ofi 
May. I think this was the firsti 
soil turned over with a plow in: 
the valley. .. These parties had! 
come from Salt Creek or Nephi,| 
Juab county.” =A 

From Mr. Crook’s journal, itl 
seems evident that William Wall,; 
Aaron Daniels and William Meeks: 
built the first ranch homes inl 
1858, and that William Davidson, 
Robert Broadhead and James 
Davis were the first farmers in 
the valley, coming about the mid- 
dle of April and turning over the 
first land although Mr. Crooxs 
party of 10 followed them by only 
two weeks. 

Mr. Crook's journal continues: 

“They were plowing inside of 
the one and one-half mile square 
plat of land surveyed the pre- 
ceeding July. This plat of land be- 
ing already claimed, and our par- 
ty not feeling desirous of jump-! 
ing any one's claim, concluded; 
to examine further on up the 
river. We traveled on about half. 
a mile and found the north line: 
of stakes of said plat, and found; 
some good land just north of it. 
So we went to work and stakeaj 
off twenty acres each as near as: 
could be ascertained by stepping: 
off the ground, and concluded to: 
commence plowing immediately., 


In looking around for a good: 
'camping place, we concluded to 


move our wagons next day, to 
what is now known as the Lon- 
don spring branch, or John Mc- 
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1 À immediately and commenced to|year, and ripened earlier in the| dock as his counselors. 
built a large wickup cf poles,| build. John W. Witt, I think, put, season. The settlers built a doub-| “The north and west leds 
covering it with willows, long; up the first house. Eliss Cox and| le log house, 20 by 40 feet, with a| were now closed in nearly to the 
wheat grass and dirt. I have|John Hamilton were not far be-, dirt roof, which they used for aj river by a five-ioot worm fence, 
known as many as 30 persons: hind with his house. Others fol-| meeting house and school. It was|'the south line being about 80 
crowded in there of a night. Be-/ lowed suit right along." completed enough to hold their! rods south of the present county 
ing a mammoth affair, it was| The fort was forty rods square,| Pioneer Day celebration. in it on| road to Midway. Taere were about 
ee the tnan Vieküb: sour o unes moned for coca July 24. 4,000 acres in the fields,” Dir. 
ence the name Londor Spring.| family. William Davidson, one o Wiliam Me -| Crook wrote. 
The moving and building occupied: the first three settlers, built his' ed as eer ng widen tie: pad Fort Soon Filled 
about two days, and I think on thei city lot on the block now occupied| resigned in the fall of 1860 and! The fort lines were ail filled 
fifth of May, Thomas Rasband' by the old tithing office. Wi Wall was chosen to re- : 1860, with tw 
and myself, having only one yoke: Good crops of grain were rais-| place him. He wag herding cattle up by the fall ot Ah so 
of cattle each, joined our teams. ed that first summer in 1869, at- Round valley, later known as, families to the four rods iormer:y 
and commenced plowing.” | though some was lost in a Sep- Wallsburg, and : Hebe ‘allotted one, in many instances. 
The party of 10 was predomin-' tember storm. Most of it was har-| , came to Heber toj There were over 40 families in 
ently English. hence tie name vested, however. Jesso McCarroll! 3Ccept the position. He chose, ^^ 
London creek and Londen spring. and company brought the first; James Laird and John M. Mur-' (Continued on another page) 
it runs today about tvo miles threshing machine from Provo i : a = 
Re IEEHRPREERECNEEM RETINET 


north of town. The area was also that fall, Settlement spread to the: 


Donald's spring. After mcving we 
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known as New London by many west side of tho valley that sum-! = RY 
settlers. ‘mer also and farms wero estab-, et 
Daughter Named Timpinogos | lished near the mouth of Snake| E: 
The family of Willian David-: Creek, Peter Shirts began con- . NF 
son was believed to be the first: struction of a saw mill at the B t W h ps- 
family to settle in tho“: ley. rtis; mouth of Snake Creek. es IS es bo” 
ii 


daughter which he need Tim-: "There were," Mr. Crook wrote, 
panogos after the mountain, was 17 families in Heber the winter 
the first white child bern in the of 1859-60. There were also some 
valley. | families at Midway." 
About May 20 of the same sum-! First Winter Uneventful 
mer the settlers arrived, 1859,' The settlers’ first winter was 
some of the 10 men returned to eae ae a as major hap- 
rovo for grain and supplies, : cerned. Decem- 
7 gp barrie ber was clear and cold, and every- 


and were accompanied on their. A 
return by quite a number of new: one hauled their wood from the 


settlers, among them "'homas H.' can 
Giles, Hyrum Oaks, Martin Oaks, : ome boys and girls came up 
Sydney Epperson. anc. others. | from Provo Christmas week on a 


About the last of May another Visit and had a good time," Mr. 
party arrived. More lard was sur- Crook wrote. “When they return- 
veyed, and parties cama and went ed we felt lonesome.” ! 


all summer long acquir:ng ground.. About 18 inches of snow lay on 
Some stayed is sett! % ind "be the ground that winter. During! 


growth and developm»nt of Wa- the winter months William Meeksi 
saich valley had begun. The and other men went up Center: 


townsite of Heber wes surveyed Creek canyon and brought outi 
this same summer. pi timber for, sawmill. They began: 


i sawing in the fall of 1860, and! 
Cds Mural contaned in Mr. Mr. Crook claims this was thei 


first sawmill in the valley. Mr.: 


ns 


For A Joyous Season 


Again we extend the 
Season’s Greetings to 
each of you. May this 
Christmas be your most 


a 
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it 3 hi 3 : 
June Leoute surveys 2 Jae Gu Shirts later completed his mill at prosperous. N 
ler commenced to sur ‘cy the plat Snake Creek oe was the second! p: 
of land that had bee: left for a "i^ !n Operation. i ta 
town site. the startin: point be- , „About the middle of March,' ES 
ing George W. Clyce’s corner. 1860,a number of families arrived . P: 
Charles N. Carroll and John from Provo, among whom were. bj 
and John Crook were chain bear- Zerira Palmer, T. G. Giles, George; 2 
ers. The survey was run on the Giles, Frederick Giles, George| dm 
west line of Main stret for exgnt Carlile, Jesse Bond, Jonathan: BF 
blocks: thence west five and a Clegg and others whom I do noti ex 
half blocks; thence north eight remember. Parties kept arriving t 
blocks north to the north field all the month rfom Utah county, hj 
line of survey. ; and by the first of April there! e 

“This section of land was stak-: Were about 40 teams plowing in Ls 
ed off in blocks and lots at this the north field and Center Creek. | arence son h7 
time, the east part of the city The second summer of tho set-! E R- 
some two months later. A fort: tlors’ occupation of Wasatch vus: j an 
line. forty, roos puare was also ley, pen d good fortuno e m hj 
aid off at this tim: Some par- main with them. Crops were good! z. nr. 
ties moved down on the fort line more than doubling the previous. IEERSETEE E RENMREBREVUREVNET SNEPDET.. JEUNE 
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